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1 . IN ABSENCE OF ANY OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT DURING DAY THAT 
MOROCCAN TROOPS HAD ENTERED MAHBES LAST NIGHT (REFTEL), 

WE CONTACTED SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS CHERKAOUI 
IN LATE AFTERNOON TO ELICIT ANY DETAILS WHICH MIGHT BE AVAILABLE. 
CHERKAOUI STATED THAT THERE WAS AS YET NO CONFIRMATION THAT 
MOROCCAN FORCES HAD ACTUALLY ENTERED MAHBES, ALTHOUGH THEY WERE 
NO DOUBT IN VICINITY OF THE STRONGHOLD. HE THEREFORE CHARACTERIZED 
AFP REPORT AS ''PREMATURE." 

2. WE WILL BE FOLLOWING UP WITH FURTHER SOURCES THIS EVENING 
AND TOMORROW IN EFFORT TO CUT THROUGH CONFUSION REIGNING IN 
RABAT ON THIS SUBJECT. 

NEUMANN 
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